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https://www.floridastudentfinancialaidsg.org

BRIGHT FUTURES INITIAL 
ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS

General Requirements:
➢ Be a Florida resident and a U.S. citizen or eligible noncitizen, as 

determined by the student’s postsecondary institution

➢ Complete the Florida Financial Aid Application (FFAA) no later 
than August 31st after high school graduation

➢ Earn a standard Florida high school diploma or its equivalent from 
a Florida public high school or a registered private high school

➢ Not have been found guilty of, or pled no contest to, a felony 
charge

➢ Be accepted by and enroll in a degree or certificate program at an 
eligible Florida public or independent postsecondary institution

➢ Enroll in at least six non-remedial semester hours per term
2



3

BRIGHT FUTURES SCHOLARSHIP 
PROGRAM AWARDS

Students may receive funding for ONE of the award levels:

➢ Florida Academic Scholars Award (FAS)
➢ Florida Medallion Scholars Award (FMS)
➢ Florida Gold Seal CAPE Scholars (GSC)
➢ Florida Gold Seal Vocational Scholars (GSV)



FLORIDA ACADEMIC SCHOLARS (FAS) AND 
FLORIDA MEDALLION SCHOLARS (FMS) 

AWARD REQUIREMENTS
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College Entrance Exams (ACT/SAT)

➢ Students must meet the scores set in statue for either the SAT or ACT

➢ For students graduating in May - Tests taken through June 30th of high school 
graduation year are accepted for evaluation purposes. 

➢ For students graduating September through January and seeking aid for Spring 
Semester- Tests taken through January 31st of high school graduation year are 
accepted for evaluation purposes. 

➢ Students will be evaluated on official test scores from the Florida Department 
of Education (FDOE) repository.  
○ Students must ensure demographics on ACT/SAT registration and high 

school transcript match (i.e. student name, date of birth, address)
○ Request official scores to be sent to one of Florida’s state universities 

during test registration
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➢ Students must have an approved Volunteer Service Work Plan prior to 
beginning volunteer service work hours

○ Work Plans can be accessed by going to your high school 
counselor or by clicking on the link on the Bright Futures tab on 
the BPS website

➢ Once the Volunteer Service Work Plan has been approved, the student 
can start their volunteer work. Hours must be logged on the Volunteer 
Service Work Hours log also found on the BPS website

○ If the volunteer service work changes, a new plan must be 
submitted for review 

➢ Students must complete and turn in community service hours to their 
high school counselor prior to graduation. 

Community Service Hours
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Students who have demonstrated academic merit through a recognition program 
may be eligible for Bright Futures without having to meet one or more of the 
requirements. 

Note: Both AICE and IB Diplomas must be earned prior to high school graduation. 
Confirmations may come from AICE and IB as late as September. 

Other Ways to Qualify
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Initial Eligibility Requirements:

⮚ Achieve the minimum 3.0 weighted GPA in non-elective high school courses

⮚ Take at least 3 full credits in a single Career and Technical Education program

⮚ Achieve the required minimum 3.5 unweighted GPA in the career education courses

⮚ Achieve the required minimum score on the ACT, SAT, or Florida Postsecondary 
Education Readiness Test (PERT) exams

⮚ Complete 30 service hours

Gold Seal Vocational Scholars (GSV)
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Gold Seal Vocational Scholars (GSV) awards may only be used 
at postsecondary institutions that offer:
➢ Applied Technology Diplomas
➢ Technical Degree Education Program (Associate in Applied 

Science or Associate in Science)
➢ Career Education Certificate Program

Gold Seal Vocational Scholars (GSV)
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Initial Eligibility Requirements:

➢ Earn a minimum of five postsecondary credits through CAPE industry 
certifications that articulate for college credit

➢ Complete 30 community service hours

➢ Link to CTE information: https://www.brevardschools.org/Domain/1173

Gold Seal CAPE Scholars (GSC)



Florida Financial Aid Application Dates

• The Florida Financial Aid Application (FFAA) is open from October 1st through 
August 31st

• Students will complete the FFAA application during senior year of high school 

• Students must complete application no later than April 1st before graduation to 
qualify for:

• Jose Marti Scholarship Challenge Grant (JM)
• Rosewood Family Scholarship (RFS)
• Scholarships for Children and Spouses of Deceased or Disabled Veterans 

(CSDDV)
• Florida Farmworker Student Scholarship (FFSS)
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February
Bright Futures 
receives Early 

Evaluation transcript

October 1st of 
Senior Year- Apply 
for Bright Futures

July/August
Final results posted to 

online account

June
Deadline for test scores 

for final evaluation

May
Service hours must 

be completed by 
graduation

January 31st
Service hours and 
test deadline for 
Early Evaluation

March 
Early Evaluation 
results available 

online

December 31st
Deadline to complete 
application for mid-

year graduates
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BRIGHT FUTURES STUDENT 
HANDBOOK

BRIGHT FUTURES STUDENT HANDBOOK
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https://www.floridastudentfinancialaidsg.org/SAPBFMAIN/SAPBFMAIN


CHAPTER 2: Scholarship Information
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BRIGHT FUTURES STUDENT HANDBOOK

https://www.floridastudentfinancialaidsg.org/SAPBFMAIN/SAPBFMAIN


Chapter 3: Renewal Eligibility
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BRIGHT FUTURES STUDENT HANDBOOK

https://www.floridastudentfinancialaidsg.org/SAPBFMAIN/SAPBFMAIN
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How to Apply to Bright Futures?
Step 1: Go to https://www.floridastudentfinancialaidsg.org and 
Create a Student Account.

https://www.floridastudentfinancialaidsg.org/
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➢Merit-based
➢Financial need
➢Particular groups of people - for 

example, there are scholarships for 
women or graduate students

➢Where you or your parent work
➢Certain backgrounds (for instance, there 

are scholarships for military families)

What Kinds of Scholarships 
are Available?
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https://studentaid.gov/understand-aid/types/military


Scholarships = Free 
Money!

➢Scholarships are gifts
➢Start researching early
➢Meet deadlines
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How Do I Find Scholarships?
Free sources of information about scholarships:
➢ Financial aid office at a college or career school
➢High school counselor
➢U.S. Department of labor’s FREE scholarship search tool
➢ Federal agencies
➢State grant agency
➢ Library’s reference section
➢ Foundations, religious or community organizations, local businesses, or civic 

groups
➢Organizations (including professional associations) related to your field of interest
➢Ethnicity-based organizations
➢Your employer or your parents’ employers

Be careful
➢Make sure scholarship information and offers you receive are legitimate
➢Remember that you don't have to pay to find scholarships or other financial aid 
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https://www.careeronestop.org/toolkit/training/find-scholarships.aspx
https://studentaid.gov/understand-aid/types#federal-aid
http://www2.ed.gov/about/contacts/state/index.html


That depends on each scholarship’s deadline 
➢Some deadlines are as early as a year 

before college starts, so if you’re in high 
school now, you should be researching and 
applying for scholarships during the 
summer between your junior and senior 
years 

➢But if you’ve missed that window, don’t give 
up! Look at scholarship information to see 
which ones you can still apply for now

When Do I Apply for Scholarships?
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How Do I Apply for Scholarships?

Each scholarship has its own 
requirements.  The scholarship’s website 
should give you an idea of who qualifies 
for the scholarship and how to apply. 

Make sure you 
➢read the application carefully, fill it out 

completely, and meet the application 
deadline
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How Do I Get My Scholarship Money?

That depends on the scholarship 
➢The money might go directly to your college, 

where it will be applied to any tuition, fees, or 
other amounts you owe, and then any 
leftover funds given to you. 

➢ It might be sent directly to you in a check. 
➢The scholarship provider should tell you 

what to expect when it informs you that 
you’ve been awarded the scholarship. If not, 
make sure to ask.
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How Does a Scholarship Affect My 
Other Student Aid?

A scholarship will affect your other student aid because all 
your student aid added together can’t be more than your 
cost of attendance at your college or career school.
➢You’ll need to let your school know if you’ve been 

awarded a scholarship so that the financial aid office 
can subtract that amount from your cost of attendance 
(and from certain other aid, such as loans, that you 
might have been offered) 

➢Any amount left can be covered by other financial aid 
for which you’re eligible

➢Questions? Ask your financial aid office
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College Board 
Opportunity 
Scholarships

Created to guide students 
through the journey to 

college and 
motivate and reward them

with scholarships along 
the way.
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This Is a Unique 
Scholarship Program

➢Simplify the college planning process

➢Reward effort and action

➢Promote practice

➢Don’t require an application or essay

➢Can be used at any accredited 2-year or 
4-year institution

These scholarships aren’t 
about where you start, 

but how far you’ve come.
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Strengthen Your College List – $500
300 scholarships
Senior Year—August through October

Apply to Colleges – $1,000
500 scholarships
Senior Year—October through February

College Board Opportunity Scholarship (CBOS)
https://opportunity.collegeboard.org/

Complete the FAFSA – $1,000
800 scholarships
Senior Year—October through February

Practice for the SAT – $1,000
1,500 scholarships
Junior/Senior Year—January through October

Improve Your Score – $2,000
150 scholarships
Junior/Senior Year—In months following an 
SAT administration

Build Your College List – $500
700 scholarships
Junior Year—January through July

https://opportunity.collegeboard.org/


Complete Your Journey Scholarship

Complete Your Journey 
$40,000 (25 Scholarships)

Complete all six 
actions to be 

eligible
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Students Start Here: cb.org/opportunity
What you’ll find here:

➢Scholarship details

➢Official rules

➢ FAQs

➢ Tips for parents and educators

➢Downloadable resources
Students log in using their College Board account or 
create a College Board account if they don’t have one.
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http://cb.org/opportunity


Students track their progress using their 
personalized “My Action Plan” tool
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Participation Among Class of 2021 Seniors in 
Brevard

Class of 2021 students who 
signed up for College Board 

Opportunity Scholarships

Number of scholarship 
winners in the Class of 2021

3
Scholarship dollars awarded 

to the Class of 2021 

$3,000

Source: CBOS participation data as of October 1, 2020
*Families of lower -income students earn $60K or less per year. 

576
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District Webpage -
College and Career Information
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District Webpage -
College and Career Information
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District Webpage -
College and Career Information
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Which
SCHOLARSHIIPS

do you have
ZERO

chance of winning?

The ones you 
DON’T

apply for!



THANK YOU!THANK YOU!
Kristin Kohler-kohler.kristin@brevardschools.org

Paula Bewerse- bewerse.paula@brevardschools.org

Jenny King- king.jenny@brevardschools.org

mailto:Kohler-kohler.kristin@brevardschools.org
mailto:bewerse.paula@brevardschools.org
mailto:king.jenny@brevardschools.org
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